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How common is illicit drug use?
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Figure 1: Proportion of people aged 14 and over who recently used selected illicit drugs, 2001 to

2022–2023
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Benzodiazepines were the most common single drug type present in drug-induced deaths (2.2 per

100,000 population) (benzodiazepines are included in the drug class ‘depressants’).

Over the past decade there has been a rise in deaths involving psychostimulants (such as amphetamines,

including methamphetamine). The rate increased from 1.2 per 100,000 population (258 deaths) in 2014 to

1.8 per 100,000 (467 deaths) in 2023.

Figure 2: Drug-induced deaths, by selected drug type and drug class, 1997 to 2023

Analysis by NDARC of preliminary revised data for 2022 indicated that people living in the most disadvantaged

areas accounted for the highest percentage of drug-induced deaths (32% or 575 deaths among residents in

quintile 1 of the Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas). This has remained relatively stable since 2018

(Chrzanowska et al. 2024). Over 3 in 4 overdose deaths (78% or 1,374 deaths) in 2022 occurred at home,

consistent with previous years (Chrzanowska et al. 2024).

30/09/2025, 14:05 Illicit drug use - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/illicit-drug-use 5/13



Burden of disease
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Figure 3: Hospitalisations by selected drug-related principal diagnosis, number and crude rate,

2015–16 to 2022–23

Ambulance attendances

Data on alcohol and other drug-related ambulance attendances are sourced from the National

Ambulance Surveillance System (NASS). Monthly data are available from 2021 for people aged 15 and

over for New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, the Australian Capital Territory and the

Northern Territory.

Across reporting jurisdictions:

The highest number and rate of ambulance attendances for illicit drugs between 2021 and 2023 were for

cannabis, amphetamines (any) and GHB.
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4XHHQVODQG�LQ������

7KH�KLJKHVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�DPEXODQFH�DWWHQGDQFHV�ZKHUH�SROLFH�FR�DWWHQGHG�LQYROYHG�*+%�RU

DPSKHWDPLQHV��DQ\��LQ�������3ROLFH�FR�DWWHQGDQFH�ZDV�OHVV�OLNHO\�ZKHUH�D�SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�GUXJ�ZDV

LQYROYHG�

2YHU�KDOI�RI�DQ\�SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�GUXJ�UHODWHG�DWWHQGDQFHV�LQYROYHG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RWKHU�GUXJ��H[FOXGLQJ

DOFRKRO��LQ�������UDQJLQJ�IURP�����RI�DWWHQGDQFHV�LQ�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�7HUULWRU\�WR�����RI�DWWHQGDQFHV�LQ

9LFWRULD��$,+:�����D��

Non-fatal overdose

'DWD�IURP�WKH������,OOLFLW�'UXJ�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP��,'56��DQG�(FVWDV\�DQG�5HODWHG�'UXJV�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP

�('56��LQFOXGH�UDWHV�RI�VHOI�UHSRUWHG�RYHUGRVH�DPRQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHJXODUO\�LQMHFW�GUXJV�DQG�SHRSOH�ZKR

UHJXODUO\�XVH�HFVWDV\�DQG�UHODWHG�VWLPXODQWV��UHVSHFWLYHO\��,Q������

2YHU���LQ����������,'56�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSRUWHG�D�QRQ�IDWDO�RSLRLG�RYHUGRVH�LQ�WKH�SDVW����PRQWKV��VWDEOH

IURP�������������6XWKHUODQG�HW�DO������E��

1HDUO\���LQ���������('56�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSRUWHG�H[SHULHQFLQJ�D�QRQ�IDWDO�VWLPXODQW�RYHUGRVH�LQ�WKH�SDVW���

PRQWKV��VWDEOH�IURP�������������6XWKHUODQG�HW�DO������D��

Treatment

7KH�$OFRKRO�DQG�RWKHU�GUXJ�WUHDWPHQW�VHUYLFHV�LQ�$XVWUDOLD�DQQXDO�UHSRUW�VKRZV�DPSKHWDPLQHV�KDYH

FRQVLVWHQWO\�EHHQ�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�LOOLFLW�SULQFLSDO�GUXJ�RI�FRQFHUQ�VLQFH�����Ë����,Q�����Ë����DPSKHWDPLQHV

�LQFOXGLQJ�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH�DQG�RWKHU�DPSKHWDPLQHV��DFFRXQWHG�IRU�����RI�WUHDWPHQW�HSLVRGHV��IROORZHG

E\�FDQQDELV�DW�����DQG�KHURLQ�DW�������$,+:�����E��

7UHDWPHQW�HSLVRGHV�IRU�DPSKHWDPLQHV�DV�WKH�SULQFLSDO�GUXJ�RI�FRQFHUQ�DOPRVW�GRXEOHG�EHWZHHQ�����Ë���DQG

����Ë����IURP��������WR����������EHIRUH�IDOOLQJ�WR��������LQ�����Ë����%HWZHHQ�����Ë���DQG�����Ë���

WUHDWPHQW�HSLVRGHV�IRU�KHURLQ�GHFOLQHG�IURP�������WR�������DQG�îXFWXDWHG�IRU�FDQQDELV��SHDNLQJ�DW��������LQ

����Ë���DQG�UHDFKLQJ�D�ORZ�RI��������LQ�����Ë����$,+:�����E��

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�$OFRKRO�DQG�RWKHU�GUXJ�WUHDWPHQW�VHUYLFHV�

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FODVVLíFDWLRQ�RI�DPSKHWDPLQHV�LQ�WKLV�GDWD�VHW��VHHb$XVWUDOLDQ�6WDQGDUG

&ODVVLíFDWLRQ�RI�'UXJV�RI�&RQFHUQ��������KWWSV���ZZZ�DEV�JRY�DX�VWDWLVWLFV�FODVVLíFDWLRQV�DXVWUDOLDQ�VWDQGDUG�FODVVLíFDWLRQ�

GUXJV�FRQFHUQ�������

Social impact

7KH�VRFLDO�LPSDFWV�RI�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�XVH�DUH�SHUYDVLYH�DQG�LQFOXGH�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\��HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�FULPLQDO

MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�DQG�YLFWLPLVDWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH�

2YHU���LQ���SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH������,'56�������DQG�('56�������UHSRUWHG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�

D�VLJQLíFDQW�LQFUHDVH�IURP�����������DQG������UHVSHFWLYHO\���7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH

SURSHUW\�FULPH�DQG�VHOOLQJ�GUXJV�IRU�FDVK�SURíW��6XWKHUODQG�HW�DO������D������E��

,Q�����Ë��������LQ������������SHRSOH�DJHG����DQG�RYHU�KDG�EHHQ�D�YLFWLP�RI�DQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�UHODWHG�LQFLGHQW

�H[SHULHQFLQJ�YHUEDO�DEXVH��SK\VLFDO�DEXVH�RU�EHLQJ�SXW�LQ�IHDU��LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV��UHPDLQLQJ

VWDEOH�VLQFH���������������$,+:�����E��

,Q�����Ë����DOPRVW�RQH�TXDUWHU�RI�YLFWLPV�������DQG����RI�RìHQGHUV�KDG�FRQVXPHG�LOOLFLW�GUXJV�RU�QRQ�

WKHUDSHXWLF�OHYHOV�RI�SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�GUXJV�EHIRUH�D�KRPLFLGH�LQFLGHQW��%ULFNQHOO�������
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Priority populations

7KH�1DWLRQDO�'UXJ�6WUDWHJ\�����Ë���� (https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-drug-strategy-2017-2026)

VSHFLíHV�SULRULW\�SRSXODWLRQV�ZKR�KDYH�D�KLJK�ULVN�RI�H[SHULHQFLQJ�GLUHFW�DQG�LQGLUHFW�KDUP�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�GUXJ

XVH��LQFOXGLQJ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��SHRSOH�ZLWK�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�JD\��OHVELDQ��ELVH[XDO�

WUDQVJHQGHU�RU�LQWHUVH[��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�������

Young people

<RXQJ�SHRSOH�DUH�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�SHUPDQHQW�GDPDJH�IURP�DOFRKRO�DQG�RWKHU�GUXJ�XVH�DV�WKHLU�EUDLQV�DUH�VWLOO

GHYHORSLQJ��ZKLFK�PDNHV�WKHP�D�YXOQHUDEOH�SRSXODWLRQ��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�������

$V�D�JURXS��\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DJHG���Ë���LQ�����Ë�����ZHUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XVHG�DQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV

���PRQWKV�WKDQ�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�VDPH�DJH�LQ�������'UXJ�XVH�DQG�WUHQGV�LQ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��KRZHYHU��YDU\

FRQVLGHUDEO\�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�DJH�UDQJH��)RU�H[DPSOH�

,Q�����������RI���Ë���\HDU�ROGV�KDG�XVHG�DQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV��EXW�E\�����Ë������WKLV

KDG�GHFUHDVHG�WR������$,+:�����E��

,Q�����Ë������SHRSOH�DJHG���Ë���ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XVHG�DQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV���

PRQWKV��������D�VLPLODU�SURSRUWLRQ�WR������������

7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�VLJQLíFDQW�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�W\SHV�RI�GUXJV�XVHG�E\�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU���V��)LJXUH����

(FVWDV\�XVH�DPRQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU���V�GHFOLQHG�IURP������LQ������WR������LQ�����Ë������7KLV�ZDV

OLNHO\�GULYHQ�E\�D�UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�VXSSO\�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�XVH�HFVWDV\�IROORZLQJ�&29,'����UHODWHG

SXEOLF�KHDOWK�PHDVXUHV�DQG�HYHQW�UHVWULFWLRQV�

&RFDLQH�XVH�DPRQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU���V�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�VWHDGLO\�VLQFH�������0XFK�RI�WKH�ULVH�LQ�FRFDLQH

XVH�DPRQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKLV�DJH�JURXS�RFFXUUHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG������Ë�IURP������LQ������WR�����LQ

�����ZKHUH�LW�UHPDLQHG�VWDEOH�LQ�����Ë�����

+DOOXFLQRJHQ�XVH�DPRQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU���V�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�VWHDGLO\�VLQFH�������%HWZHHQ������DQG

����Ë������KDOOXFLQRJHQ�XVH�LQ�WKLV�DJH�JURXS�PRUH�WKDQ�GRXEOHG�Ë�IURP������LQ������WR������LQ

����Ë������$,+:�����E��

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VHH�+HDOWK�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�
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Figure 4: Proportion of people aged 20–29 who recently used ecstasy, cocaine or hallucinogens,

2001 to 2022–2023

People with mental health conditions

7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQ�PD\�OHDG�WR�D�GUXJ�XVH�GLVRUGHU��RU�YLFH�YHUVD��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV�ZKHUH

WKHUH�LV�D�FRPRUELGLW\��WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�XVHV�GUXJV�FDQ�GHYHORS�D�GUXJ�XVH�GLVRUGHU�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI

UHSHDWHG�XVH�WR�UHOLHYH�RU�FRSH�ZLWK�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�V\PSWRPV��0DUHO�HW�DO��������

7KH�$%6�1DWLRQDO�6WXG\�RI�0HQWDO�+HDOWK�DQG�:HOOEHLQJ�UHSRUWV�SUHYDOHQFH�HVWLPDWHV�RI����PRQWK�PHQWDO

GLVRUGHUV�DV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�PHW�WKH�GLDJQRVWLF�FULWHULD�IRU�D�PHQWDO�GLVRUGHU�DW�VRPH�WLPH�LQ�WKHLU

OLIH�DQG�KDG�VXïFLHQW�V\PSWRPV�RI�WKDW�GLVRUGHU�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV��7KH�����Ë�����VWXG\�IRXQG�

�����RI�$XVWUDOLDQV����������SHRSOH��DJHG���Ë���KDG�V\PSWRPV�RI�D����PRQWK�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�GLVRUGHU�

�����RI�PDOHV�UHSRUWHG�D����PRQWK�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�GLVRUGHU��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK������RI�IHPDOHV��$%6�������
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,Q�����Ë������WKH�1'6+6�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�VHOI�UHSRUWLQJ�D�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQ�ZDV

KLJKHU�DPRQJ�SHRSOH�DJHG����DQG�RYHU�ZKR�UHSRUWHG�WKH�XVH�RI�LOOLFLW�GUXJV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV������

WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�QRW�XVHG�DQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�RYHU�WKLV�SHULRG��������$,+:�����E���)RU�H[DPSOH��PHQWDO�KHDOWK

FRQGLWLRQV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�E\�

����RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHFHQWO\�XVHG�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH�DQG�DPSKHWDPLQH��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����RI�SHRSOH

ZKR�GLG�QRW�XVH�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH�

����RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHFHQWO\�XVHG�KDOOXFLQRJHQV��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����RI�WKRVH�ZKR�GLG�QRW�XVH

KDOOXFLQRJHQV�

����RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHFHQWO\�XVHG�FDQQDELV��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����

����RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHFHQWO\�XVHG�HFVWDV\��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����

����RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHFHQWO\�XVHG�FRFDLQH��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�������$,+:�����E��

0RUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH������,'56�������DQG�('56�������VHOI�UHSRUWHG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK

FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV���PRQWKV��VWDEOH�IURP�������6XWKHUODQG�HW�DO������D������E���)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VHH�3K\VLFDO�KHDOWK�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender diverse, and queer people

3HRSOH�ZKR�DUH�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��WUDQVJHQGHU��JHQGHU�GLYHUVH�RU�TXHHU�FDQ�EH�DW�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�OLFLW

DQG�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�XVH��7KHVH�ULVNV�FDQ�EH�LQFUHDVHG�E\�D�QXPEHU�RI�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�VWLJPD�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�

IDPLOLDO�LVVXHV��IHDU�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DQG�IHDU�RI�LGHQWLíFDWLRQ��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK��������7KH�1'6+6

SURYLGHV�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�HVWLPDWHV�E\�VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ�IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�OHVELDQ��JD\�RU�ELVH[XDO��DV�ZHOO�DV

HVWLPDWHV�IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�WUDQVJHQGHU�RU�JHQGHU�GLYHUVH��$,+:�����E��

7KH�1'6+6�KDV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�UHSRUWLQJ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�XVH�KDV�EHHQ�KLJKHU

DPRQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�OHVELDQ��JD\�RU�ELVH[XDO�WKDQ�DPRQJ�KHWHURVH[XDO�SHRSOH�Ë�����FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����

KDG�XVHG�DQ�LOOLFLW�GUXJ�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV�LQ�����Ë������$IWHU�DGMXVWLQJ�IRU�GLìHUHQFHV�LQ�DJH��LQ

FRPSDULVRQ�WR�KHWHURVH[XDO�SHRSOH��OHVELDQ��JD\�RU�ELVH[XDO�SHRSOH�ZHUH�

�����WLPHV�DV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XVHG�LQKDODQWV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV

����WLPHV�DV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XVHG�KDOOXFLQRJHQV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV

����WLPHV�DV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XVHG�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH�DQG�DPSKHWDPLQH�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV

����WLPHV�DV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�XVHG�HFVWDV\�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV����PRQWKV��$,+:�����E��

7KH�W\SHV�RI�LOOLFLW�GUXJV�SHRSOH�KDG�XVHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW����PRQWKV�YDULHG�TXLWH�FRQVLGHUDEO\�E\�D�SHUVRQÎV�VH[XDO

RULHQWDWLRQ�DQG�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�GLìHUHQFHV�LQ�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH

JD\�RU�OHVELDQ�DQG�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�ELVH[XDO��$,+:�����E��

7KH�:ULWLQJ�7KHPVHOYHV�,Q (https://www.latrobe.edu.au/arcshs/publications/writing-themselves-in-publications)�1DWLRQDO

5HSRUW�GHVFULEHV�íQGLQJV�IURP�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VXUYH\�RI�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�DPRQJ�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO�

WUDQV��TXHHU��DVH[XDO��/%*74$���\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��7KH�VXUYH\�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�IURP�6HSWHPEHU�WR

2FWREHU������DQG�SDUWLFLSDQWV�QHHGHG�WR�EH�DJHG�EHWZHHQ����DQG����\HDUV��7KH�VXUYH\�VKRZHG�WKDW�LQ�WKH

SUHYLRXV���PRQWKV�

����RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DJHG���Ë���DQG�����RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DJHG���Ë���UHSRUWHG�XVLQJ�DQ\�GUXJ�IRU�QRQ�

PHGLFDO�SXUSRVHV

����RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSRUWHG�XVLQJ�FDQQDELV

�����RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSRUWHG�XVLQJ�HFVWDV\�0'0$��+LOO�HW�DO������D��

7KH�3ULYDWH�/LYHV (https://www.latrobe.edu.au/arcshs/publications/private-lives)�VXUYH\�LV�$XVWUDOLDÎV�ODUJHVW�QDWLRQDO�VXUYH\

RI�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�RI�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��WUDQVJHQGHU��LQWHUVH[�DQG�TXHHU��/*%7,4��SHRSOH��ZLWK

WKH�DJH�RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UDQJLQJ�IURP����WR����\HDUV��7KH�VXUYH\�VKRZHG�WKDW�����RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHSRUWHG
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using one or more drugs for non-medical purposes in the previous 6 months. Of this, cannabis was the

highest at 30%, followed by ecstasy/MDMA at 13.9%.

Within the past 6 months, 14% of participants reported experiencing a time when they had struggled to

manage their drug use or where it negatively impacted their everyday life (Hill et al. 2022b).

Where do I go for more information?

For more information on illicit drug use, see:

Alcohol, tobacco & other drugs in Australia

National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2022–2023

Alcohol and other drug treatment services in Australia annual report

Australian Burden of Disease Study 2024: interactive data on risk factor burden

National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/)

For more on this topic, see Illicit use of drugs.
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